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condition of Belgium may likewise receive a partial explanation from revolutionary theory and Napoleonic law. The French violently broke up the trade guilds and corporations which were the glory of .Belgium, substituting for these close and privileged groups the reign of unfettered individual competition. To the Napoleonic Code a private corporation or association was a thing regarded as inconsistent alike with state-power and individual freedom ; and the jealousy of collective action thus exhibited in the legal system of the country has been one, though certainly not the sole and perhaps not the principal, cause of the tardy development of trade unions and of' the very unsatisfactory condition of the Belgian industrial population.
It is usual to attach great importance to the encouragement which Napoleon gave to the idea of Polish* nationality, and to find in this phase of imperial policy the secret not only of the close sympathy between France and Poland which subsisted until the fall of the Second Empire, but also of some influences working in the* Polish revolutions of the nineteenth century. We have no wish to underrate the spell which Napoleon cast upon Poland, or the reality of the hopes excited by the creation of the short-lived Grand Duchy of Warsaw; but the case must .not be overstated. The alliance between France and Poland was a diplomatic tradition of the Anrien Rdgime and, had Napoleon never been born, a Frenchman would still have been more acceptable to a Pole than a Prussian, a Russian, or an Austrian. By force of circumstances revolutionary France, attacked by the autocratic powers of the East, was the natural ally of revolutionary Poland, and the Polish regiments in the French armies of the Directory were serving their own national cause in helping to procure the military and political abasement of Austria. Every blow struck for the French Revolution was a blow struck for Polish .liberty. What Napoleon did then was not td create a new sentiment of friendship, but to give to" this inherent connexion of interest a certain amount of additional and palpable support by the creation of the Grand Duchy of Warsaw, to indoctrinate the Poles -with the notion of a civilized state by the abolition of serfdom, by the introduction